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Senior GOP leaders encourage unity

Republicans gather for
second day of convention

John C. Moritz
Austin American-Statesman
USA TODAY NETWORK

SAN ANTONIO - The delegates to the
Texas Republican Convention on Friday
spent much of the gathering’s second
day tending to the sausage-making

processes of partisan politics, haggling
over party rules and related matters
ahead of the homestretch of the 2024
election cycle.

As that was playing out in the main
hall of the Henry B. Gonzalez Conven-
tion Center along part of San Antonio’s
Riverwalk, the party’s most senior of-
ficeholders sought to present a theme of
unity as they prepare to battle Demo-
crats in the November general election.

“What my message was, we’ve had

some pretty rough primaries and rough
contests here for (Texas House) leader-
ship, and the most important thing we
can do after Tuesday is to unify because
fellow Republicans are not the enemy,”
U.S. Sen. John Cornyn told reporters
outside of the convention hall after
spending the morning meeting private-
ly with delegates from around Texas.

“Our political adversaries are the
Democrats, and that’s what we need to
unify,” he added.

Unlike a national political conven-
tion that is heavily staged and managed
to maximize television coverage, the
Texas GOP assembly showed the give-
and-take that the nearly 10,000 dele-
gates and alternates go through to adopt
the party’s platform and pick the leader
of the party’s apparatus to mobilize foot
soldiers at the grassroots level needed
to win elections.

See CONVENTION, Page 4B
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Owner and stylist Hajer Cellura washes Caribe Browne’s hair at the 416 and Mane Salon in Cedar Park.

CHECK YOUR SCALP
FOR LURKING CANCER

Visit to stylist reveals suspicious spot

Nicole Villalpando
Austin American-Statesman
USA TODAY NETWORK

Five years ago, hairstylist Mandy
Hasty noticed something on client Ca-
ribe Browne’s scalp.

Browne, 60, who grew up in the Vir-
gin Islands and is named after the
Caribbean Sea, spent decades using
baby oil to tan and then going to tan-
ning salons. She now lives in Marble
Falls.

Hasty told Browne she saw a spot at
the left side of her scalp near the hair-
line. It was the size of a pencil eraser
and darkest pink. It didn’t look like a
mole or a freckle, and it wasn’t some-
thing Hasty had noticed before on
Browne’s visits every two months.

This spot wasn’t something Browne
could see herself.

“I didn’t really think much of it,” she
said.

See CANCER, Page 2B

Browne had a discoloration at her
hairline that turned out to be skin
cancer. PROVIDED BY CARIBE BROWNE

Panel to
decide fate
of historic
school

Building pulled from
market after pushback

Emiliano Tahui Gé6mez
Austin American-Statesman
USA TODAY NETWORK

Members of East Austin’s long-
standing Mexican American commu-
nity will have a say in the redevelop-
ment of the historic Palm School.

On Tuesday, the Travis County
Commissioners Court agreed on a list
of residents and partner organizations
that will have a seat on the site’s steer-
ing committee and propose concept
plans for the downtown site. It also ap-
proved funding for an oral history pro-
ject of the school’s alumni.

The former elementary school
building’s future has remained in lim-
bo since Travis County moved its
health and human services depart-
ment out of the building in 2020. The
county originally considered selling
the building. It eventually rejected a
bid from the city and later took the
building off the market after pushback
from many East Austin Mexican
Americans, who opposed the private
development of the site. The school
served primarily Mexican American
students during the last decades of its
original life due to segregation and is
seen by some as a cultural heritage
site.

New committee members applaud-
ed the chance to create a community-
oriented site.

“Now we get a chance to see what
the community wants to see,” commit-
tee appointee and former Travis Coun-
ty Commissioner Marcos de Leon said.
“The community fought for quite a few
years.”

De Leon previously feared the
building would be integrated into the

See SCHOOL, Page 3B

Texas Senate to hold hearing on delta-8, THCa ban

Public can register to
testify at Capitol kiosks

Brandi D. Addison
USA TODAY NETWORK

Perhaps one of the most contentious
crops in Texas history, hemp is back on
the state Senate’s list of priorities.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who presides
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over the Texas Senate, released a list
last month with a set of legislative di-
rectives for the remainder of the year. It
includes among its priorities revisiting
the Senate’s 2019 decision that allowed
the initial sales of cannabis-derived
products in Texas.

Patrick specifically wants lawmakers
to craft a ban on “intoxicating hemp
products,” such as delta-8 and THCa.

What is delta-8 and THCa?

Delta-8 and THCa, or tetrahydrocan-
nabinolic acid, are both products in-
credibly similar to the standard THC
product that is illegal in Texas.

Both have a slightly different chem-
ical structure than the standard delta-9,
which is found in marijuana. The only
difference between delta-8 and delta-9
is that the location of a double chemical
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bond occurs on the eighth carbon atom
versus the ninth.

When will the Senate
committee meet?

The Texas Senate Committee on
State Affairs will meet at 9 a.m. May 29
in the Capitol’s Hearing Room to discuss

See DELTA-8, Page 3B
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